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[Continued from page 421.) 





XXXIV. ERHAPS vou will fay they are not con- 

demned for atiual, but tor original fin. 
What do you mean by this term? The inward corruption 
of our nature ? If fo, it has been (poken of before. Or do 







you mean, the fin which Adam committed in paradife ? That 





this is imputed to all men, | allow; yea, that by reafou 





thereof, the whole creation groancth ard travaileth in pain 
’ 





together until now: but that any will be damned for the 


alone, I allow not, ull you fhew me where it is written. 





Bring me plain proof from {cripture, and I fubmit: but till 





then, I utterly deny it, 













XXXV. Should yeu not rather fay, that le 
damning fin ? and that thof® who are conden ¥, 
will be therefore condemned, decay /- they the 
mame of thr only bey often: n of GUD But . 
heve ? Was not this faith, both the gift and work of 
COD in the foul ? And was it not a gitt which he had eter- 
nally decreed, never to give them ? Was it not a work whieh 





he was of old unchangeably determined never to work ip 
their fouls ? Shall thefe men then be condemned. becaule 
(,.s) 
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GOD would not work ; becaufe they did not receive what: 
GOD would not give: could they “ ungrafp the hold of his 
*‘ right-hand, or force Omnipotence ?” 
XXXVI. There is, over and above, a peculiar difficul- 
ty here. You fay, Chrift did not die for thefe men. But 
if fo, there was an impoffibility in the very nature of the 


mhing, that they fhould ever favingly believe. For what 1s fav ing 


faith, but “a confidence in GOD through Chrift that loved 
me, and gave himfelf for me ?” Loved thee, thou reprobate ! 
gave himfelf for thee! Away! thou haft neither part nor 
lot herein, Thou believe in Chrift, thou accurfed fpirit! 
damned, or ever thou wert born! There never was any ob- 
jeét for thy faith: there never was any thing for thee to be- 
lieve. GOD himfelf (thus muft you fpeak to be confiftent 
with yourfelf) with all his omnipotence, could not make thee 
believe Chrift atoned for thy fins, unlefs he had made thee 
believe a lie. 

XXXVII. If then GOD be juft, there cannot, on your 
fcheme, be any judgment to come: we may add, nor any 
future ftate, either of reward or punifhment. If there be 
fuch a ftate, GOD will therein render to every man accord- 
tng to his deeds: to them who by patient continuance in well 
doing, feck for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life : 
but to them who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteou/- 
ne/s, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh upon eve- 
ry foul of» man that doeth evil. 

But how is this reconcileable with your fchéme? You 
fay, the reprobates cannot but do evil, and that the ele&, 
from the day of GOD’s power, cannot but continue in ey 

|fuppofe all this is unchangeably decreed : 

hereof, GOD a& itrefiftibly on the one, 

and fatan on the other. Then, it is impoffible for either 
one or the other, to help acting as they do; or rather, to 
help being aed upon, in the manner wherein they are. For 
if we {peak properly, neither the one nor the other can be 
faid to af at all. Cana ftone be faid to a€t, when it 1s 
thrown out of a fling? or a ball, when it is difcharged from 
a cannon? No more can a man be faid to a€&, if he be on- 
ly 
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ly moved by a force he cannot refift, But if the cafe be 
thus, you leave no room either for reward or punifhment. 
Shall the ftone be rewarded for rifing from the fling, or 
punithed for falling down? Shall the cannon-ball be reward- 
ed for flying towards the fun, or punifhed for receding 
from it? As incapable of either reward or punifhment is the 
man, who is fuppofed to be impelled by a force he cannot 
refit. Juftice can have no place in rewarding or punith- 
ing mere machines, driven to and fro by an external force. 
So that your fuppofition of GQD’s ordaining from eternity 
whatfoever fhould be done to the end cf the world; as well 
as that of GOD’s aéting irrefiflibly in the eleét, and fatan’s 
ating irrefiflibly in the reprobates ; utterly overthrows the 
{cripture-do€trine of rewards and punifhments, as wel! as of 
a judgment to come. 

XXXVIII. Thus ill does that ele€tion which implies re. 
probation agree with the fcripture account of GOD’s juttice, 
And does it agree any better with his truth? How will you 
reconcile it with thofe plain affertions, Ezek. xviii. 23. &c, 
Have I any pleafure at all, that the wicked fhould die, faith 
the Lord GOD? and not that he fhould return from his ways, 
and live? Caft away from you all your tran/greffions, where- 
by ye have tran{grefjed— or why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ? 
For I have no pleafure in the death of him that dicth, Saith the 
Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourfelves, and live ye. 

Ezek. xxxiii. 11. &c. As I live, faith the Lord GOD, I 
have no plea/ure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and lve. Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways ; for why will ye dee, O houfe of I/rael ? 

XXXIX. But perhaps you will fay, “ Thefe ought to be 
“ [imited and explained by other paffages of {criptur€; where- 
“in this doétrine is as clearly affirmed, as it is denied in 
“ thefe ?” I muft anfwer, very plain; if this were true, we 
muft give up all the fcriptures together: nor would the in- 
fidels allow the Bible fo honourable a title, as that of a cun- 
mngly devifed fable. But it is mot true: it has no co- 
lour of truth: it is abfolutely, notorioufly falfe. To tear 
up the very roots of reprobation, and of all doétrines that 

| have 
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have a neceflary conneétion therewith, GOD declares in 
his word thefe three things, and that explicitly, in fo man 
terms, 1. Chrift died for all, 2 Cor. v. 15. nately, all that 
were dead in fin, as the words immediately preceding fix the 
fenfe: here is the faét affirmed. 2. He as the propitiation for 
the fins of the whole world, 1 Johnii. aMeven of all thofe for 
whom he died: here is the confequénce of his dying for all. 
And 3. he died for all, that they might not live unto themfelves, 
but unto him which died for them, 2 Cor. y. 15. that they 
might be faved from their fins : here is the defign, the end of 
his dying for them, Now fhew me the fcriptures, wherein 
GOD declares in equally exprefs terms, 1. Chrift did not die 
for all, but for fome only. 2. Chrajt 1s not the propitiation 
Jor the fins of the whole world. And 9. he did not die for all; 
at leaft,-not with that intent, ¢hat they Jhould live unto him 
who died for them. Shew me, I fay, the feriptures that af- 
firm thefe three things, in equally exprefs terms. You 
know, there are none. *Nor is it poflible to evade the force 
of thofe above recited, but by fupplying in number, what is 
wanting in weight ; by heaping abundance of texts together, 
whereby, (though none of them fpeak home to the point). 
the patrons of that opinion dazzle the eyes of the unwary, and 
quite overlay the underftanding both of themfelves, and thofe, 
that hear them. 
XL. To proceed. What an account does this doftrine 
give, of the fincerity of GOD in a thoufand declarations, 
~fuch as thefe, O that there were [uch an heart in them, thai. 
they would fear me, and keep my commandments always ! thai. 
it might be well with them, and with ther children for ever, 
Deut. v.g9. My people would not hearken ic my vowe, and 
Track would none of me: fo I gave them up unto their own 
hearts’ luft ; and they walked in their own counfels. © that 
my people had hvarkened unto me, and Ifrael had walked in my 
ways! I fhould foon have fubdued thetr enemies, and turned 
my hand againft their adverfaries, Pfalm. Ixxxi. 11, &c. And 
all this time you fuppofe GOD had unchangeably ordained, 
that there never fhould be /uch an heart in them! that it ne- 
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ver fhould be poffible for the people whom he thus /eemed 
to lament over, to hearken unte him, or to walk in his ways! 

XLI. How clear ‘and ftrong is the reafoning of Dr. 
Watts on this head? “ It is very hard indeed to vindicate 
the fncerity of the blefled GOD.or his Son, in their univer- 
fal offers of grace and falvation to ment; and their fending 
minifters with fuch meffages’ and invitations to accept of 
mercy; if there be not at leaft a conditional pardon and 
falvation provided for them. 

“ His minifters, indeed, as they know not the event of 
things, may be fxcere in offering falvation to all. perfons, 
according to their general commiffion, Go ye tnto all the 
world, and preach the gofpel to every creature: But how can 
GOD or Chrift be fncere in fending them with this com- 
miffion, to offer his grace to all men, if GOD has not 
provided {uch grace for all men, no, not fo much as 
conditionally. 

“It is hard to fuppofe, that the great con, who is 
truth itfelf, and faithful im all his dealings, fhould call up- 
on dying men, to truftin a Saviour for eternal life, when 
this Saviour has not eternal life entrufted with him, to give 
them if they do as he requires. "Tis hard to conceive how 
the great. governor of the world can be /acere in inviting 
finners, who are on the brink of hell, to caft themfelves 
upon an empty word of invitation, a mere fhadow and ap- 
pearance of fupport, if there be nothing real to bear them 
up from thefe deeps of deftruftion; nothing but mere words 
and empty invitations' Can we think that the righteous 
and holy GOD would encourage his minifters, to call them 
to leave and reft the weight of their immortal concerns, up- 
on a gofpel, a covenant of grace, a Mediator, and his me- 
rit and righteoufnefs! all which are a mere nothing with 
regard to them, a heap of empty names, an unfupporting 
void which cannot uphold them ?” 

XLIT. Our bleffed Lord does indifputably command and 
invite all men every where to repent. He calleth all. He 
fends his ambafladors, in his name, to preach the gofpel to 
ewery creature. He himfelf preached deliverance to the cap- 

Vov. II. 3 A tives, 
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‘him. Heis good, even to the evil and the unthankfuls 


jee of the love or goodnefs of GOD, with regard to his 
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tives, without any hint of reftri€tion or limitation. But 
now, in what manner do you reprefent him, while he is 
employed in this work? You fuppofe him to be ftanding 
at the ptifon-doors, having the keys thereof in ‘his hands, 
and tod be continually inviting the prifohers to come forth, 
commanditig them to accept-of that invitation, urging eve- 
ry motive which cat poflibly induce them to comply with 
that command; adding the moft precious promifes if they 
obey; the moft dreadful threatnings, if they obey not: and 
all this time you fuppofe him to be unalterably deter- 
mined in himfelf, never to open the doors for them! even 
while he is crying, Come ve, come ye, from that evil place; 
Jor why will ye die, O houfe-of Ifrael! “ Why! (might one 
of them reply) becaufe we cannot help it. We cannot help 
ourfelves; and thou wet not help us. It is not in our 
power to break the gates of brafs; and it is not thy plea- 
fure to open them. Why will we die! we muft die: be- 
caufe itis not thy will’to fave us.” Alas! my brethren! 
what kind of fincerity is this, which _ afcribe to GOD 
our Saviour ? 

XLII. So ill do ele&ion and sanecbesbal agree with the 
truth and fincerity of GOD. But do they not agree leaf 
of all, with the fcriptural account of his love and goodnefs! 
that attribute which GOD peculiarly claims, wherein he 
glories above all the reft, It is not written, “ GOD is 
juftice, or GOD is truth” (although he is juft and true in 
all his ways;) but it is written, GOD is fove; love in the 
abftraét, without bounds: and there is no end of his goods 
nefs. His love extends to thofe who neither love nor fear 

















yéa, without any exception or limitation, to all the chil- 
dren of men. For the Lord is loving (or good) to every man, 
and his mercy ts over all his works. 

But how is GOD good or loving to a reprobate, or one 
that is not e/edled? (you may chufe either term; for if 
none but the unconditionally- ele&t are faved, it comes pre- 
cifely to the fame thing.) You cannot fay, he is an ob- 


eternal 
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eternal eftate, whom he created (fays Mr..Calvin plainly and 
fairly) tn wta contumeltam, et mortis exttium; to live a re- 


proach, and die everlaftingly. Surely, no one can dream 


that the goodnefs af GOD is at all. concerned with this 
man’s eternal ftate. ‘ However, GOD 1s good to him in 
“ this world.’ What! when by reafon of GOD’s un- 
changeable decree, it had been good for this man, never to 
have been born, when his very birth was a curfe, not a 
bleffing? ‘* Well, but he now. enjoys many of the gifts of 
“ GOD, both gifts of nature and of providence. He has 
food and raiment, and comforts of various kinds. And 
“ are not all thefe great bleflings ?” No, not to him. At 
the price he is to pay for them, every one of thefe alfo is 
a curfe, Every one of thefe comforts is by an eternal de- 
cree, to coft him athoufand pangs in hell. For every mo- 


-ment’s pleafure which he now enjoys, he is to fuffer the 


torment of more than a thoufand years: for the fmoke of 
that pit which is preparing for him, afcendeth up for ever 
and ever. GOD knew this would be the fruit of whatever 
he fhould enjoy, before the vapour of life fled away. He 
defigned it fhould. It was his very purpofe, in giving him 
thofe enjoyments. So that by all thefe (according to your 
account) he is in truth and reality, only fatting the ox for 
the flaughter. ‘“ Nay, but GOD gives him grace too,” 
Yes, but what kind of grace? Saving grace, you own, he 
has none: none of a faving nature. And the common grace 
he has, was not given with any defign to fave his 
foul; nor with any defign to co him any good at all; 
but only to reftrain him from hurting the ele&t; fo far from 
doing him good, that this grace alfo neceflarily increafes 
his damnation. And GOD knows this, you fay; and de- 
figned it fhould: it was one great end for which he gave 
it! Then I defire to know, how is GOD good or loving to 
this man, either with regard to time or eternity ? 

XLIV. Let us fuppofe a particular inflance, Here ftands 
aman, who is reprobated from all eternity; or, if you 
would exprefs it more {moothly, one who is not eleéted, 
whom GOD eternally decreed to pafs by. Thou haft no- 
thing 
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thing therefore to expe& from GOD after death, but to be 
caft into the lake of fire burning with brimflone; GOD hav. 
ing configned thy unbern foul to hell, by a decree ~which 
cannot pafs away. And from the time thou waft born un. 
der the irrevocable curfe of GOD, thou canft have no peace, 
For there is no peace to the wicked, and fuch thou art doom. 
ed to continue, even from thy mother’s womb. . According. 
ly, GOD giveth thee of this world’s goods, on purpofe to 
»euhance thy damnation. He gives thee now fubftance or 
friends, in order hereafter to heap the more coals of fire up. 
onthy head. He filleth thee with food, he maketh thee fat 
and well-liking, to make thee a more f{pecious facrifice to 
his vengeance. Good-nature, generofity, a good underftand- 
ing, various hnowledge, it may be, or eloquence, are the 
flowers wherewith he adorneth thee, thou poor vidlim, before 
thou art brought to the flaughter, ‘Thou haft grace too! 
but what grace? not faving grace, That is not for thee, 
but for the ele& only. Thine may properly be termed 
damning grace; fince it is not only fuch in the event, but 
in the intention. Thou receivedft it of GOD for that very 
end, that thou mighieft receive the greater damnation. It 
was not given to convert thee, but only toconvince; not to 
make thee without fin, but without excufe; not to deftroy, 
but to arm the worm that never dieth, and to blow up 
the fire that never fhall be quenched, 
XLV. Now I befeech you to confider calmly, how is 
GOD good or loving to this man? Is not this fuch love 
as makes your blood run cold? as caufes the ears of him 
that heareth to tingle? And can you believe there is that man 
on earth or in hell, who can truly tell GOD, “ Thus haf 
thou done?” Can you think that the loving, the merciful 
GOD, ever dealt thus with any foul which he hath made ? 
But you muft, and do believe this, if you believe uncondi- 
tional election. For it holds reprobation in its bofom: they 
never were, never can be divided, , Take then your choice. 
If for the fake of eleétion you will {wallow reprobation, 
well: but if you cannot digeft this, you muft neceffarily 
give up unconditional elegiion. 
[Continued at page 417-] 
SERMON 















( 378 ) 
SERMON XX. 


On HEBREWS Vi. 1, 


Let us go on to perfection. 


HE whole fentence runs thus: Therefore leaurng the 
principles of the doétrine of Chrift, let us go om te 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from 
dead works, and of fatth toward GOD, which he had juft 
before termed, the firft prinaples of the oracles of GOD, and 
meat fit for babes, for fuch as have juft tafled that the Lord 
is gracious. 

That the doing of this is a point of the utmoft import- 
ance, the apoftle intimates inthe next words; Jhzs wall we 
do if GOD permit. For it is umpoffible for thofe who were 
once enlightened, and have tafted the good word of GOD, and 
the powers of the world to come, if they fhall fall away, to 
renew them again unto repentance. As it he had fad, if 
they do not go on to perfedhon, they are in the utmoft dan- 
ger of falling away. And if they do fall away, it is rm- 
poffible (that is, exceeding hard) to renew them again unto 
repentance. 

In order to make this very important fcripture as oy 
to be underftood as poffible, 1 fhall endeavour, 

Fir, To thew what perfeétion is. 

Secondly, To anfwer fome objeétions to it: and, 

Thirdly, To expoftulate a little with the oppofers of it. 

Firft, I will endeavour to thew what perfection is, 

1. And firf, I do not conceive the perfettion here {po- 
ken of, to be the perfeétion of angels. As thofe glerious 
beings never (eft their firft eflate, never declined from their 
original perfeétion, all their native faculties are unimpaired, 
their underftanding in particular is flill a lamp ef light, their 
apprehenfion of all things clear and diftinét, and their judg. 
ment always true. Hence, though their knowledge is li- 
mited, (for they are creatures) though they are ignorant of 
innumerable things, yet they are not liable to miftake: 

their 
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their knowledge is perfe& in its kind. And as their affec. 
tions are all conftantly guided by their unerring underfland- 
ing, fo all their ations are fuitable thereto; fo they do 
¢very moment not their own will, but the good and accept. 
able will of GOD. Therefore it is not poffible for man, 
whofe underftanding i is darkened, to whom miftake is as na- 
tural as ignorance, who cannot think at all, but by the me- 
diation of organs which are weakened and depraved, like 
the ®ther parts of his corruptible body: it is not poffible, 
I fay, for man always to think right, to apprehend things 
diftin&ily, and to judge truly of them. In confequence 
hereof his afle€tions, depending on his underftanding, are 
varioufly difordered. And his words and a€tions are influ- 
enced more or lefs, by ihe diforder both of his unde: ftand- 
ing and affections. It follows, that no man, while in the 
body, can poflibly attain to angelic perfection. 

2. Neither can any man while he is in a corruptible 
body, attain to adamic perfeftion. @ Adam before his fall, 
was undoubtediy as pure, as free from fin as even the hoy 
ly angels. ® In like manner his underflanding was as. cleag 
as thes, and his affections as regular. In virtue of this, 
as he always judged right, fo he was able always to fpeak 

a& right. But fince man rebelled againff GOD, the 

is widely different with him. He is nu longer able 
to avoid falling into innumerable miftakes: confequently 
he cannot always avoid wrong affections, - neither can he al- 
ways think, fpeak, and aét right. Therefore man, in his 
prefent flate, can no more attain adamic than angelic per- 
feGlion. 

3. The higheft perfeétion which man can attain, while 
the foul dwells in the body, does not exclude ignorance 
and error, and a thoufand other infirmities. And from wrong 
judgments, wrong words and ations will often neceflarily 
flow. And in fome cafes, wrong affeétions alfo may {pring 
from the fame fource. I may judge wrong of you: 1 may 
think more or lefs highly of you than 1 ought to think. And 
this miftake in my judgment may not only occafion fome- 
thing wrong in my behaviour; but it may have a fill deep, 
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ér effe&: it may occafion fomething wrong in my affec. © 
tions. From a wrong epprehenfion, 1 may love and efteem 
you either more or lefs than I ought. Nor can I be freed 
from a liablenefs to fuch a miftake, while I remain in a cor- 
ruptible body. A thoufand infirmities in confequence of 
this, will attend my fpirit, till it returns to GOD who gave 
it. And in numberlefs inflances it comes fhort of doing the 
will of GOD, as Adam did in Paradife. Hence the beft of 
men may fay from the heart, 


« Every moment, Lord, I need 
The merit of thy death,” 


for innumerable violations of the adamic as well as the 
angelic law. It is well therefore for us, that we are not 
now under thefe, but under the law of love. Love ss now 
the fulfilling of the law, which is given to fallen man. This 
is now, with refpeét to us, the perfe@ law. But even a 
gainft this, through the prefent ‘weaknefs of our urderfland. 
ing, we are continually liable to tranfgrefs. Therefore 
every man living needs the blood of atenement, or he 
could not ftand before GOD. 

4.. What is then the perfe&tion of which man is capable, 
while he dwells in a corruptible body ? It is the complying 
with that kind command, My fon, give me thy heart. It is, 
the loving the Lord his OD with all his heart, and with all 
hes foul, and urth all his mnd. This is the fum of Chrif- 
tran perfeétion : it is all comprifed in that one word, Love, 
The firft branch of it is the love of GOD: and as he that 
loves GOD, loves his brother alfo, it is infeparably conne&- 
ed with the fecond, Thou Shalt love thy neighbour as thy feif. 
Thou fhalt love every man as thy own foul, as Chrift lov- 
ed us: On thefe two commandments hang all the law awd the 
prophets: thefe contain the whole of Chriftian perfe€tion. - 

5- Another view of this is given us in thofe words of the 
great apoftle, Let this mind be tn you, which wes alfo tn 
Chrift Jefas. For although this immediately and direétly re- 
fers to the humility of owr Lord, yet it may be taken in a 


far 
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far more extenfive fenfe, fo as to include the whole difpofi. 
tion of his mind, all his affeétions, ail his tempers, both 
toward GOD and man. Now it is certain, that as. there 
was no evil affeftion in him, fo no good affeétion or tem- 
per was wanting. So that what/foever things are holy, what 
Joewer things are lovely, are all included in the mind that was 
en Chrift Fefus. ‘ 

6. St. Paul, when writing to the Galatians, places per- 
feftion in yet another view. It is the one undivided fruit 
of the Spirit, which he defcribes thus. The fruit of the Spirit 
ts love, joy, peace: long-fuffering, gentlene/s, goodne/s : 
Jjidelity, (fo the word fhould be tranflated here) meckne/s, 
temperance. What a glorious conftellation of graces is here ! 
Now fuppofe all thefe things to be knit together in one, to 

be united together in the foul of a believer, this is Chriftian 
perfeétion. 

@. 7- Again he writes to the Chriftians at Ephe/us, of put- 
ting on the new man, which 1s created after GOD, in righteou/- 
ne/s and true holine/s. And to the Coloffians, of the new man, 
renewed after the image of him that created him: plainly ~e- 
ferring to the words in Genefis (chap. i. 27.) So GOD cre- 
ated man in his own image. Now the moral image of GOD 
confifts (as the apoftle obferves) in righteoufne/s and true 
holine/s. By fin this is totally deftroyed. And we never 
can recover it, till we are created a-new in Chrift Fefus. And 
this is perfe€tion. @ ! 

_ &. St. Peter expreffes it in a ftill different manner, tho’ 
to the fame effe&t. As he that hath called you 1s holy, fo be ye 
holy in ail manner of converfation, 1 Peter i. 15. According 
to this apoftle then, perfeétion is another name for um- 
verfal holinefs: inward and outward righteoufnefs: holi- 
nefs of life arifing from holinefs of heart. 

g- If any expreflions can be ftronger than thefe, they are 
thofe'of St. Paul to the Theffalonians : (1 Epiftle v. 23.) The 
GOD of peace himfelf fanétify you wholly: and may the whole 
of you, the fpirit, the foul and the body (this is the literal 
tranflation) be preferved blamele/s unto the coming of our Lord 
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40. We cannot fhew this fan@ification in a more excel- 
lent way, than by complying with that exhortation of the 
apoftle, [ be/eech you, brethren, by the mercies of GOD, that 
ye prefent your bodies (yourfelves, your fouls and bodies ; a 
part put for the whole, by a common figure of fpeech) @ /zu- 
ang Jacrifice unto GOD ; to whom ye were confecrated many 
years ago in baptifm. When, what was then devoted is ac- 
tually prefented to GOD, then is the man of GOD perfeét. 

11. To the fame effeét St. Peter fays, 1 Epiftle it. 5. Ye 
are a holy priefthood, to offer up fparitual facrifices acceptable 

. to GOD through Fefus Chiff. But what facrifices fhall we 

offer now, feeing the Jewith difpenfation is at an end? If 
you have truly prefented yourfelves, you offer up to him 
continually, all your thoughts, and words and aétions, 
through the Son of his love, as a facrifice of praife and 
thank{giving, 
e 12. Thus you experience, that he whofe name is called 
Jefus, does not bear that name in vain: that he does in 
fatt fave his people from thar fins, the root as well as the 
branches. And this /alvation from fin, from all fin, is ano- 
ther defcription of perfeétion, though indeed it expreffles 
only the leaft, the lower branch of it, only the negative 
part of the great falvation. @ 

II. I propofed, in the fecond place, to anfwer fome ob- 
yeftions to this fcriptural account of perte&tion. 

1. One common objection to it is, That there is no pro- 
mife of it in the word of GOD. If this be fo, we mutt 
Rive it up: we fhould have no foundation to build upon. 
For the promifes of GOD are the only fure foundation of 
our hope. But furely there is a very clear and full promife 
that we thall all love the Lord our GOD with all our hearts. 
So we read, Deut. xxx. 6. The Lord thy GOD will circumetfe 
thy heart, and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lord thy 
GOD with all thy heart, and with all thy foul. Equally ex- 
prefs is the word of our Lord, which is no lefs a promife, 
though in the form of a command, (Matt. xxii. 97.) Thou 

Shalt iove the Lord thy GOD wxth all thy heart, and with ail 
thy foul, and with all thy mnd: no words can be more 
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itrong than thefé, no promife can be more exprefs: 1 
like manner, Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf is as 
exprefs a promife as a command. 

2. And indeed that general and unlimited promife, which 
runs througlr the whole gofpel-difpenfation, J weil put my 
laws in their minds, and write them in their hearts, turns all 
the commands into promifes; and confequently that among 
the reft, det thes mind be in you which was alfo in Chrift }e- 
fas. The command here is equivalent to a promife, and 
gives us full reafon to expeét, that the Lord will work ia 
us what he requires of us. 

3. With regard to the fruit of the fpirit, the apoftle in 
affirming, The fruct of the /pirit ts love, joy, peace, long- 
Suffering, gzentlene/s, goodne]s, fidelity, meekne]s, temperance : 
does in effeét afhirm, that the Holy Spirit aétually works 
Jove, and thefe other tempers in thofe that are led by him. 
So that here alfo we have firm ground to tread upon; this 
feripture likewife being equivalent to a promife, and afluring 
us that all thefe fhall be wrought in us, provided we are 
led by the Spirit. 

4. And when the apoflle fays to the Ephefians, (chap. iv 

, &e.) Ye have been taught, as the truth 1s in Fefus, to le 
renewed in the fpirit of your mind, and to put on the new 
man, which 1s created after GOD, (that is, after the image 
of GOD,) in righteoufne/s and true holine/s: he leaves us 
no room to doubt, but GOD will thus renew us in the /jr- 
rit of our mind, and create us anew in the image of GOD, 
wherein we were at firft created. Otherwife it could not be 
faid, that this is ¢he truth as it ts in Fefus. 

5. The command of GOD given by St. Peter, Be ye ho- 
ly as he that hath called you ts holy in all manner of conver- 
Jution, implies a promife, that we fhall be thus holy, if we 
are not wanting to ourfelves. Nothing can be wanting on 
GOD’s part: as he has called us to holinefs, he is undoubt- 
edly willing, as well as able, to work this holinefs in us. 
For he cannot mock his helplefs creatures, calling us to re- 
ceive what he never intends to give. That he does call us 
thereto is undeniable; therefore he will give it, if we are 
not difobedient to the heavenly calling. 6. The 





A SERMON ON HEBREWS Vi. 1. 


6. The prayer of St. Paul to the Theffalonians, That 
GOD would fandlify them throughout, and that thewhole of 
them, the fprrit, the foul, and the body, might be preferved 
blamele/;: will undoubtedly be heard in behalf of all the 
children of GOD, as well as of thofe at Thefalemca. Here- 
by therefore all chriftians are encouraged to expect the fame 
blefling from the GOD of peace, namely, that they alfo fhall 
be fan@ified throughout, in fjrrit, foul and body: and that 
the whole of them fha!l be pref-rved blamele/s, unto the coming 
of our Lord Zefus Chrift. 

7. But the great queftionis, whether there is any pro- 
mife in foripture, that we fhall be faved from An? Undoubt- 
edly there is. Such is that promife, Pfalm cxxx. 8. He 

Shall redem Ifrael from all his fins: exattly anfwerable to 
thofe words of the angel, He fhall fave his people from their 
feas, and furely he is able to fave unto the uttermoft, them 
that come unto GOD. through him. Snch is that glorious 
promife given through the prophet Ezefée/, in the 36th 
chapter. Tien well I /prinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
Srall be clean; from all your pisksnels and from all your idols 
will I cleanfe you: anew heart al/o unll I give you, anda 
new fpirit will I put within you: sail I will take away the 
flony heart out of your flefh, and I will give you a heart of 
fish: and Iwill put my Sprit within you, and caufe you 
to walk in my ftatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments, and 
do them, ver. 25—27- Such (to mention no more) is that 
pronounced by Zachariah, (Luke i. 7939—75,) the oath which 
he fware to our father Abraham, that he would grant un- 
to us, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies (and 
fuch doubtlefs are all our fins) to ferve him without fear, 
wn holtne/s and righteou/ne/s before him all the days of our 
life. The laft part of this promife is peculiarly worthy of 
our obfervation. Left any fhould fay, ‘ True, we thall 
be faved from our fins when we die;” that claufe is 
remarkably added, as if on purpofe to obviate this pre- 
tence, all the days of our life. With what modefty then 
can any one allirm, “ That none fhall enjoy this hberty 
all death ?” 


8. “ But 
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8. “ But, fay fome, this cannot be the meaning of the 
words ; for the thing is impoffible.” It is impoffible to men: 
but the things impoffible with men, are poilible with GOD. 
“ Nay, but this is impoffible in its own nature: for it im- 
plies a contradiction, that a man fhould be faved from all 
fin, while he is ina finful body.” 

There is a great deal of force in this objeftion. And per. 
haps we allow moft of what you contend for. We have al- 
ready allowed that while we, are in the body, we cannot be 
wholly free from miftake. Notwithflanding all our care, we 
fhall ftill be liable to judge wrong in many inftances. And 
a miftake in judgment will very frequently occafion a mif- 
take in practice. Nay, a wrong jucgment may occafion 
fomething in the temper or paflions, which is not firi€ily 
right, It may occafion needlefs fear, or ill-grounded hope ; 
unreafonable love, or unreafonable averfion. But all this is 
ho way inconfiflent with the perfeétion above defcribed. 

———# g. You fay, “ Yes, it is inconfiftent with the laft article : 
it cannot confilt with falvation from fin.” I anfwer, it will 
perfectly well confift with falvation from fin, according to 
the following definition of fin, (which I apprehend to be the 
fcriptural definition of it) “ A voluntary wanfgreflion of a 
known law.” “ Nay, but all tranfgreflions of the law of 
GOD, whether voluntary or involuntary, are fin. For 
St. John fays, All fin as a tranfereffion of the law.” True, 
but he does not fay, “ All tranfgreflion of the law is fin.” 
This I deny : Jet him prove ik that can. 

To fay the truth, this is a mere Rtrife of words. You fay, 
“ None is faved from fin in your fenfe of the waid:” but I 
do not admit of that fenfe, becaufe the word is never fo 
taken in feripture. And you cannot deny the poffibility of 
being faved from fin, in my fenfe of the word, And this is the 
fenfe whereim the word fin 1s over and over taken in feriptuse. 

“ But furely we cannot be faved from fin, while we 
dwell in a firful body.” A fnful body ? 1 pray, obferve, how 
deeply ambiguous, how equivocal this expreflion is! But 
there is no authority for it in fcripture: the word fnfud 
body is never found there, Andas it1s tota!!y unfcriptural, fo 


** 
* 





981 


a 


A SERMON ON HEBREWS Vi. 1. 
i 


it is palpably abfurd. Forno dody, or matter of any kind, 
can be fnful: {pirits alone are capable of fin. Pray, in what 
part of the body fhould fin lodge ? It cannot lodge in the 
fkin, nor in the mufcles, or nerves, or veins, of arteries ; 
jt cannot be in the bones any more than in the hair, or nails, 
Only the foul can be the feat of fin. 

10. “ But does not St. Paul himfelf fay, They that are in 
the ficfh, cannot pleafe GOD?” 1 am afraid the found of thefe 
words has deceived many unwary fouls ; who have been told 
thofe words, they that are in the fish, mean the fame as 
they that are in the body. No, nothing lefs. The ficfiin 
this text no more means the body than it does the fou! 
Abel, Enoch, Abraham: yea, all that cloud of witnetfes 
recited by St. Paul in the eleventh of the Hebrews, did ac- 
tually pleafe GOD, while they were in the body, as he 
himfelt teftifies. The expreflion therefore here means nei- 
ther more nor ks, than they that are unbelievers, they 
that ere in their natural flate, they that are without GOD 
im the world. 

11. But let us attend to the reafon of the thing. Why 
cannot the Almighty fandtily the foul while it is in the body? 
Cannot he [anttify you while you are in this houfe, as well 
as ta the open air? Can the walls of brick or fone hindet 
him? No more can thefe walls of flefh and blood hinder 
him a moment from fanétufying you throughout. He caa 
juit as eafily fave you from all fin in the bod) 
body. 

“ But has he promifed, thus to fave us from fin, while 
we are in the body ?” Undoubtedly he has: for a promife is 


as out of the 


implied in every commandment of GOD : conk juenily in 
that, Thou fhalt love the Lord thy GOD wath all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mand. Forahis and 
every other commandment is given, not to the dead, but 10 the 
living. It is alfo expreffed in the words above recited, That 
we fhould walk in holine/s before him all the days of eur life 
I have dwelt the longer on this, becaufe it 

argument of thofe who oppoie faivation from fin: and aifo, 
Lscaufe it has nor been fo trequently and fo fully anfwered ; 
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whereas the arguments taken from {cripture, have bees 
an{fwered a hundred times over. * 

12. But a flill more plaufible obje€&tion remains, taken 
from experience ; which is, That there are no living wit. 
nefles of this falvation from fin. In anfwer to this I allow, 
- 4. That there are not many: even in this fenfe, there are 
not many fathers. Such is our hardnefs of heart, fuch our 
flownefs to believe what both the prophets and apoflics 
have {poke, that there are few, exceeding few true witnel- 
fes of the great falvation. 

Iallow, 2. That there are falfe witneffes, who either de- 
ceive their own fouls, and {peak of the things they know 
not: or /peak tres in hypocrify. And I have frequently 
wondered, .that we have not more of both forts. It is no- 
thing flrange, that men of warm imaginations fhould de- 
ceive themfeives in this matter. Many do the fame with 
regard to juflification: they imagine they are juftified, and 
age not. But though many imagine it falfely, yet there are 
fome that are truly juftified. And thus, though many ima- 
gine they are fanétified, and are not, yet there are fome that 
are really fanéiified. I allow, gdly, That fome who once en- 
joyed full falvation, have now totally loft it. They once 
walked in glorious liberty, giving GOD their whole heart, 
rejoumng evermore, praying without ceafing, and in every 
thing giving thanks. But it is paft. They now are fhorn of 
their flrength, and become like other men. Perhaps 
they do not give up their confidence ; they ftill have a feni¢ 
of his pardoning love. But even this is frequently affault- 
ed by doubts and fears, fo that they hold it with a trem, 
bling hand, 

13. ‘ Nay this (fay fome pious and fenfible men) is the 
very thing which we contend for. We grant, it may pleafe 
GOD, to make fome of his children for a time unfpeaka- 
bly holy and happy. We will not deny, that they may en- 
joy all the bolinefs and happinefs which you fpeak of. But 
it is only for a time: GOD never defigned, that it fhould 
continue to their lives’ end. Confequent!y fin is only ful- 
pended: it is not deltroyed,” 
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This youaflirm, But it is a thing of fo deep importance, 
Uhat it cannot be allowed without clear and cogent proof. 
And where is the proof ? We know that in general the gifts and 
callings of GOD are without repentance. He does not repent 
of any gifts which he hath beftowed upon the children of 
men. And how does the contrary appear, with regard to 
this particular gift of GOD ? Why fhould we imagine, that 
he will make an exception, with refpeft to the meit preci« 
ous ot all his gifts on this fide. heaven? Is he not as able 
to give it us always, as to give it once? as able to give it 
for fifty years, as for one day ? and how can it be proved, 
that he is not willing to continue this his loving-kindnefs? 
How is this fuppofition, that he is not willing, confiftent 
with the pofitive affertion of the apoflle? Who after ex- 
horting the Chriftians at Thef/alonica, and in them all Chrifii- 
ans in all ages, to rejowce evermere, pray without ceafing, and 
in every thing give thanks, immediately adds (as if on pur- 
pofe to anfwer thofe, who denied, not the power, but the 
wll of GOD to work this in them) For ¢hzs is the will of 
GOD concerning you in Chrift F-fus. Nay, and it is res 
inarkable, that Sie he had delivered that glorious promife 
(fuch it properly is) in the twenty third verfe, The very 
COD of peace fhall fandlify you wholly, and the whole of you 
{fo it is in the original) the /pirit, the /oul, and the body, 
Shall be preferved blamel:/s unto the coming of the Lord Fefus 
Chrift: he adds again, Farthful is ke that hath called you, 
who alfo will do it. He will not only fanétify you wholly, 
but will preferve you in that ftate, until he comes to receive 
you unto himfelf. 

14. Agreeably to this, is the plain matter of fa&. Se- 
veral perfons have enjoyed this blefling, without any inter- 
ruption for many years. Several enjoy itat this day. And 
not a few have enjoyed it unto their death, as they have de- 
clared with their lateft breath ; calmly witnefling, that GOD 
had faved them from all fin, till their fpirit returned to 
COD. 

15- Astothe whole head of objeftions taken from expe- 
rience, I defire it may be obferved farther, either the per. 
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fons obje€ted to, have attained Chriftian perfeétion, or they 
have not. If they have not, whatever objeétions are brought 
againft them, ftrike wide of the mark. For they are not the 
perfons we are talking of : therefore whatever they are or do, 
is befide the queftion. But if they have attained it, if they 
anfwer the defcription given under the nine preceding arti- 
cles, no reafonable objettion can lie againft them. They 
are fuperior to all cenfure. And every tongue that ri/eth up 
againft them, wrill they utterly condemn. 

16. “ But I never faw one” (continues the objeftor) “ that 
an{wered my idea of perfeétion.” It may be fo. And it is 
probable (as I obferved elfewhere) you never will.- For your 
idea includes abundantly too much: even freedom from 
thofe infirmities, which are not feparable from a fpirit that 
is connefted with flefh and blood. But if you keep to the 
account that is given above, and allow for the weaknefs of 
human underftanding, you may fee at this day undeniable in, 
flances of genuine, {criptural perfeétion. 

Til, «1. It only remains, in the third place, to expoflulate 
a little with the oppofers of this perfeétion. 

Now permit me to afk, Why are you fo angry with thofe 
who profefs to have attained this? and fo mad (I cannot give 
it any fofter title) againft Chriftian perfettion? againft the 
moft glorious gift which GOD ever gave to the children of 
men upon earth? View it in every one of the preceding 
points of light, and fee what it contains that is either odi- 
ous or terrible: that i$ calculated to excite either hatred or 
fear, in any reafonable creature. 

What rational objection can you have, to the loving the 
Lord your GOD with all your heart ? Why fhould you have 
any averfion to it ? Why fhould you be afraid of it ? Would 
it do you amy hurt ? Would it leffen your happinefs, either 
in this world or the world to come ? And why fhould you 
be unwilling, #hat others fhould give him their whole heart ? 
Or that they fhould love their neighbours as themfelves ? 
Yea, as Chrift hath loved us? Is this deteflable ? Is it the 
proper objeét of hatred ? Or is it not the mof amiable thing 

under 
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under the fun? Is it proper to move terror? Is it not ra- 
ther defirabie in the higheft degree ? 

2. Why are you fo averfe to having in you the whole 
mind which was in Chrift Fefus? All the affeétions, all the 
tempers and difpofitions which were in him, while he dwelt 
among men? Why fhould you be afraid of this ? Would it be 
any worfe for you, were GOD to work in you this very 
hour, all the mind that was in him? If not, why fhould 
you hinder others from feeking this bleffing? Or be difpleafed 
at thofe who think they have attained it ? Is any thing more 
lovely ? Any thing more to be defired by every child of man ? 

3. Why are you averfe to having the whole fruzt of the 
Sprit? Love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, meeknefs, gentle- 
nefs: fidelity, goodnefs, temperance ? Why fhould you be 
afraid of having all thefe planted in your inmoft foul? As 
againft thefe there 1s no law, fo there cannot be any reafon- 
able objeftion. Surely nothing is more defirable, than that 
all thefe tempers fhould take deep root in your heart: nay, 
in the hearts of all that name the name of Chirft: yea, ofall 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

4. What reafon have you to be afraid of, or to entertain 

any averfion to, the being renewed in the whole image cf him 
that created you ? Is not this more defirable than any thing 
under heaven ? Is it not confummately amiable ?, What can 
you with for in comparifon of this, either for your own foul, 
or for thofe for whom you entertain the ftrongeft and ten- 
dereft affe€tion ? And when you enjoy this, what remains, 
but to be changed from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the 
Lord? 
@ 5. Why fhould you be averfe to univerfal holinefs ? The 
fame thing under another name. @ Why fhould you enter- 
tain any prejudice againit this, or look upon it with appre- 
henfion, whether you underftand by that term the being in- 
wardly conformed to the whole image and will of God; or 
an outward behaviour, in every point fuitable to that con- 
formity ? Can you conceive any thing more amiable than 
this? Any thing more defirable ? Set prejudice afide, and 
furely you will defire to fee it diffufed over all the earth. 
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Is perfeétion (to vary the expreffion) the being /andii 
fred throughout in fp:rit, foul and body? What lover of 
GOD and man can be averfe to this, or entertain frightful 
apprelienfions of it? Is it not in your beft moments your 
defire to be all of apiece? All confillent with yourfelf # 
* All faith, al! meeknefs, and all love ?” And fuppofe you 
were once poffeft of this glorious liberty, would not you 
wilh to continue therein? To be preferved blamele/s unto 
the coming of our Lord F-fus Chrift ? 

For what caufe fhould you that are children of GOD, 
be averfe to or afraid of prefenting yourfelves, your’ fouls 
and bodies, as a living facrifice, holy, acceptable to GOD? 
to GOD your creator, your redeemer, your fanétifier ? Cart 
any thing be more defirable than this entire felf-dedication 
to hita ? And is it not your wifh that all mankind fhould 
unite in this reafonable fervice ? Surely no one can be averfe 
to this, without being an enemy to all mankind. 

2. And why fhould you be afraid of or averfe to what is 


Naturally implied in this? Namely, the offering up all our 


thoughts, and words, and aétion’, as a fpiritual facrifice to 
GOD, acceptable_to him through the blood and interceffion 
of hig well-beloved Son? Surely you cannot deny that this 
is good and profitable *\ men, as well as pleafing to GOD. 
Shiould you not then devoutly pray, that both you and all 

mankiid, may thus worlhip him in fpirit and in truth? 
9. Suifer mewto afk one queftion more. Why fhould 
any man of reafon and’¥eligion, be either afraid of, or averfe 
, falyation from all fin ? Is not fin the greateft evil on this 
fide hell? Amd if fo, does it not naturally foll@w, that an 
entiie deliverance from it is ome of the greateft bleffings on 
this fide heaven? How earneflly then fhould it be prayed 
for by all the children of GOD? By fin I mea, *‘ a vo- 
luntary tranfereflion of.a known Jaw.” Are you averfe to 
being delivered from this? Are you afraid of fuch a delive- 
rance? Do you then love fin, that you are’ fo unwilling td 
part with it? Surely no. You do not love either the devil 
or his works. You rather with to be totally delivered from 
them; to have fin rooted out both of your life and your 
10: Ehave 
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10. Ihave frequently obferved, and not without furprife, 
that the oppofers of perfeétion are more vehement againft it 
when it is placed in this view, than in any other whatfo- 
ever: they will allow all you fay of the love of GOD and 
man; of the mind which was in Chrift, of the fruit of the 
Spirit, of the image of GOD, of univerfal holinefs, of en- 
tire felf-dedication, of fanétification in {pirit, foul, and bo- 
dy: yea, and of the offering up all our thoughts, words, 
and aétions, as a facrifice to GOD. All this they will al- 
low, fo we will allow fin, alittle fin, to remain in us till 
en 

. Pray compare this with that remarkable paffage in 
John pasar s Holy War. When Immanuel, fays he, had 
driven Diabolus and all his forces out of the city of Manfoul, 
Diabolus preferred a petition to Immanuel, that he might 
have only a fmall part of the city. When this was rejeét- 
ed, he begged to have only a little room wi ithin the walls. 
But Jmmanuel anfwered, * ‘He. fhould have no place in it at 
all, no, not to reft the fole of his foot.” 

Had not the ggod old man forgot himfelf ? Did not tthe 
force of truth fo prevail over him here, as utterly to over- 
turn his own fyflem? To ‘allerteperfe@ion in the cleareft 
manner? For if this is not falyation from fin, I cannot-te!l 
what is. 

12. “ No,” fays a great man, © this is the error of errors : 
I hate it fram my heart. I purfue it through all the world 
with fire and fword.” Nay, whyyfo vehement? Do you 
ferioufly think there is no error under heaven equal to this ? 
Here is fomething which 1 cannot underfland. Why are 
thofe that oppé@fe falvation from fin, tew excepted, fo eager ? 
J had almoftfaid furious ? Are you fighting pro aris & focts ? 
For GOD and your country ?. For all youhave imthe world ? 
For all that is near and dear unto you ? For your liberty ? 
Your life? In GOD’s name, why are you fo fond of fin ? 
What good has it ever done you ? What good is it ever like- 
ly to do, either in this world or in the world to come ? And 
why are you fo violent againft thofe that hope for deliver- 
qnce from it ? Have patience with us, if we are in an error: 
yea, 
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yea, fuffer us to enjoy our error. If we fhould not attaia 
it, the very expeétation of this deliverance gives us prefent 
comfort: Yea, and minifters ftrengih, to refift thofe ene. 
mies which we expeét to conquer. If you could perfuade us 
to defpair of that vi€tory, we fhould give over the conteft. 
Now we are faved by hepe: from this very hope a degree 
of falvation {prings. Be not angry at thofe who are 


Felices errore fuo: 


Happy in their miftake. Elfe, be their opinion right or 
wrong, your temper is undeniably finful : bear then with us, 
as we do with you: and fee whether the Lord will not de- 
liver us? Whether he is not able, yea, and willing to fave 
them to the uttermoft that come rnto GOD through him ? 


Tunbridge-Wells, Dec. 6, 1784. 
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ELIZABETH JACKSON. 





June 18, 1764. 


Am not underftood, for want of knowing how to explaim 

myfelf. This caufes fome to fay, my experience is not 
{fcriptural, becaufe I have no complaints. But I know, I 
am approved of GOD every moment. 1 find mypnature is 
changed ; my heart is fprinkled from an evil confcience, 
and cleanfed from all unrighteoufnefs, GOD" has wathed 
me with pure water, and I find, all I door fay is fanétify- 
ed. But when I fay, t am perfeétly happy, lacking nothing, 
many are offended. They afk me if I want no more faith : 
and I know not how to anfwer them. But I feel the ato- 
ning blood of Chrift applied to me every moment. This cau- 
fes my joys to flow as a river, and makes me rejoice ever- 
more, pray without ceafing, and in every thing give thanks. 


I find 
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I find my foul in one continual flame. I have liberty of 
fpirit : Chrift has freed me from every entanglement below: 
Chrift fits on my heart, and feeds my foul, and confumes 
all my enemies. I find nothing within, but a fweet fereni- 
ty and harmony of love. My reft isin GOD: my heart 
is ftayed, and my life is one continual looking up to him. 
The Spirit is quick and powerful, and teftifies that the work 
is finifhed. My evidence of it is as clear as the fun in the 
firmament. I fee myfelf and my performances lefs than no- 
thing; but GOD looks upon me in Chrift, I find “ my 
every a€t, word, thought, is love.” My every breath 
afcends to the throne of grace, and returns pure to my heart. 
My foul is watered every moment : the Spirit afcendeth and 
defcendeth, and ceafeth not. My heart is as wax before 
the fire, ready to be diffolved and be no more. The glo- 
rious weight of the power of GOD fhakes this earthly ta- 
bernacle. Every finew is as unftrung: every cord unloofed : 
my body ftands as in a totter. A little more of the fire of 
GOD’s love, and it will drive the fpirit hence. I thirft for 


nothing but to fee GOD. Yet my joys increafe and abound, 
and are maintained every moment, I know not how; only it is 
by faith in the Son of GOD. He is ever with me; therefore 
nothing difcompofes my mind; but fhould he withdraw, I 
fhould faint. For I have no ftrength: and I rely on no- 
thing but the promifes of GOD: who, I believe, Aas faved 
my foul, and wi// fave me for ever. 
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An EXTRACT 
Of the Reva. Mr. JOHN WESLEY’s Journatr, 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November 1ft, 1739. 


[Continued from page 339.] 

N the evening, while I was declaring that Jefus Chrift 

had given him/elf a ranfom for all, three perfons almoft 
at once, funk dawn as dead, having all their fins fet in 
array before them, But ina fhort time they were raifed 
up, and knew that the Lamb of GOD who taketh away the 
jin of the world, had taken away their fins. 

Sunday 13. I began expounding in the morning, the 
xiiith chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians. At 
Hannam | farther explained the promife given by faith; 
as I did alfo at Rofe-green. At Clifton it pleafed GOD ta 
affift me greatly, in {peaking on thofe words, He that drink. 
eth of this water fhall thirft again; but whofo drinketh of 
the water that I fhall give him, fhall never thirft: But the 
water which I fhall give him fhall be in him a well of water, 
Jprnging up vito everlafling life. 

My ordinary employment (in public) was now as follows: 
Every morning I] read prayers and preached at Newgate. 
Every evening I expounded a portion of fcripture, at one, 
or more of the focieties. On Monday in the afternoon | 
preached abroad near Brifol; on Tus/day at Bath and Two 
mile hill alternately. On Wednefday at Baplift-mills. Eve~ 
ry other Thurfday near Pennsford. Every other Friday in 
another part of Kingsw ood. On Saturday in the afternoon 
and Sunday morning, in the Bowling-green (which lies near 
the middle of the city.) On Sunday at eleven near Hannam- 
Mount. At two at Clifion, and at five on Rofe-green. And 
hitherto, as my day ts, fo my ftrength hath been. 

Tuefday 15. As I was expounding in the Back-lane, on 
the ri; gireouladll of the Scribes and Pharifees, many who 
bad before been righteous in their own eyes, abhorred 
themfelves 
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fhemfelves as in duft and afhes. But two, who feemed 
to be more deeply convinced than. the reft, did not long 
forrow as men without hope; but found in that hour, that 
they had an advocate w.th the Father, Jefus Chrift the raght- 
vous: As did three others in Glouce/ter-dane the evening be- 
fore, and three at Baldwin-freet this evening. About ten, 
two who after having feen a great light, had again reafon- 
éd themfelves into darknefs, came to us heavy laden. We 
eried to GOD, and they were again filled with peace and 
joy wn beleving. 

Wednefday 16. While I was declaring at Bapt:t-mills, 
He was wounded for eur iranfyreffions, a middle aged man 
began violently beating his breaft, and crying to him dy 
whofe flripes we are healed. During our prayer, GOD put 
a new fong in his mouth. Some mocked, and others own- 
ed the hand of GOD. Particularly a woman of Bapti/- 
mills, who was now convinced of her own want of an ad- 
vocate with GOD, and went home full of anguifh, but was 
ia a few hours filled with joy, knowing he had dotted out 
all her tranfgrefhons. 


[Continued at page 435-] 
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[Continued from page 3.48.] 


5 HE propofal was as follows. ‘ Our national de- 

pravity turns greatly on thefe two hinges, The 
frofanation of the Lord’s day, and the negleét of the educa. 
tion of children. Till fome way is found of flopping up 
thefe two great inlets of wickednefs, we muft expett to fee 
our workhoufes filled with aged parents, forfaken by their 
prodigal children, with wives forfaken by their faithlefs huf 


bands, and with the wretched offspring of lewd women, and 
drunken 
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dronken men. Nay, we may expeét to fee the gaols and 
and even the gallows largely ftocked (to the perpetual re. 
proach of our nation) with unhappy wretches, ready to fall 
a facrifice to the laws of their country. ‘ It is a common 
obfervation (fays Dr. Gib/on, late bifhop of London) that pub. 
lic criminals, when they come to their unhappy end, and 
make their dying declarations to the world, generally charge 
the finful courfes in which they have lived, to the negle 
and abufe of the Lord’s day, as the firft occafion of leading 
them into all other wickednefs. And confidering how fre- 
quently thefe declarations are repeated, and how many other 
inftances of the fame kind, though lefs public, are notori- 
ous enough to thofe who will obferve them; they may well 
be a warning to us, to confider a religious obfervation of 
the Lord’s day as the beft prefervative of virtue and religion, 
and the negleét and profanation of it as the greateft inlet to 
vice and wickednefs.” 

6. “* A pious clergyman farther obferves, The want of 
education in children, is one of the principal caufes of the 
mifery of families, cities.and nations ; ignorance, vice and 
mifery being conftant companions. The hardeft heart mut 
melt at the melancholy fight of fuch a number of children, 
both male and female, who live in grofs ignorance and ha- 
bitual profanation of the Lord’s day. What crouds fill the 
fireets and fields, tempting each other to idlenefs, lewdnefs, 
and every other fpecies of wickednefs? Is it any wonder 
we thould have fo many undutiful children, unfaithful ap- 
prentices, difobedient fervants, untrufly workmen, difloyal 
fubje&ts, and bad members of fociety? Whence fo much 
rapine, fornication and blafphemy? Do not all thefe evils 
center in zgnorance and contempt of the Lord’s day? And 
fhall we do nothing to check thefe growing evils ? 

7 “ Perfons concerned for the welfare of the next. gene- 
ration, and well-wifhers to church and flate, have already 
fet usa fair example in Stroud, Gloucefer, Birmingham, 
Manchefter, Leeds, Briftol, and many couatry parifhes. They 
have attempted to remedy thefe evils by fetting up Sunday- 
{chouls, which by keeping children from corrupting one ano- 
ther, 
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ther, by promoting their attendance on divine worfhip, and 
by planting the firft principles of ufeful knowledge in their 
minds and of piety in their hearts, bid fair for a public re- 
formation of their manners, and for nipping in the bud the 
ignorance and impiety which is every where fo common 
among the lower and-more numerous claffes of peeple.” 

8. The propofals concerning Sunday-fchools in the parifh 
of Madeley, were as follows : 

I. It-is propofed, That Sunday-fchools be fet up in this 
parifh, for fuch children as are employed all the week, and 
for thofe whofe education has been hitherto totally ne- 
gietied. ' 

II. That the children admitted into thefe, be taught read- 
ing, writing, and the principles of religion. 

III. That there be a ichool for boys and another for girls, 
in Madeley, Madeley-Wood, and Coalbrook- Dale, fix in all. 

1V. That a fubfcription be opened, to pay each teacher 
one fhilling per Sunday, and to buy tables, forms, books, 
pens and ink, 

V. That two treafurers be appointed to afk and receive 
the contributions of the fubfcribers. 

VI. That whoever fubfcribes one guinea a year fhall be 
a governor. 

VII. That three or four infpe€tors be appointed, who are 
to vifit the {chools once a week, to fee that the chridren at- 
tend regularly, and the mafiers do their duty. 

VIII. That a book be provided, for fetting down all re- 
ceipts and expences; and another, for the names of the 
teachers and the fcholars. 

IX. That the fchools be folemnly vifited once or twice 
a year: and a-premium given to the children that have made 
the greateft improvement. 

g. As to the fuccefs of his unwearied labours, although 
he was much difcouraged when he firft returned from abroad, 
finding fo many of thofe who bad once run well, grown 
weary and faint in their mind: yet it was not long before 
he found frefh caufe to rejoice, and to know, that GOD 
was with him of a truth. It was not long before he ob- 
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ferved ihat a general reformation had taken place in the pa. 
rifh. And it was not only af outward reformation, even 
of many that had been notorious for a!] manner of wicked. 
nefs, but an inward alfo; many, both young and old, hay- 
ing learned to worthip GOD in /p:-rit and in truth. A con. 
fiderable number of thefe fiill mourn, as fheep bereaved of 
their fhephérd. And yet one cannot doubt, but a-ftil] larger 
company of his own children have hailed him on the celeftial 
fhore. But the feafon is coming, when all fecrets fhall be 
laid open ; and all the jewels of his crown fhall be miade 
manifeft in that day. 
@ 10. One inftance of the fuccefs of his minifiry he men. 
tioned fome years fince at Briflol. ‘ One Sunday,” faid 
he, “‘ when I had done reading prayers at Madeley, 1 went 
up into the pulpit, intending to preach a fermon, which | 
had prepared for that purpofe. But my mind was fo ‘con- 
faufed, that I could not recolleét either my text or any part 
of my fermon. I was afraid 1 fhould be obliged to come 
down without faying any thing. But having recolleélied 
myfelf a little, I thought 1 woald fay fomething on the firf 
leffon, which was the third chapter of Daniz/, containing 
the aecount of the three children caft into the fiery furnace : 
I found in doing it fuch an extraordinary affiftance from 
GOD, and fuch a peculiar enlargement of heart, that I fup- 
‘pofed there muft be fome peculiar caufe for it. I therefore 
defired, if any of the congregation found any thing particu- 
lar, they would acquaint me with it in the enfuing week. 
“In confequence of this, the Wednefday after, a woman 
came, and gave me the following account. I have been 
for fome time much concerned about my foul; I have at- 
tended the church at all opportunities, and have fpent much 
time in, private prayer. At this my hufband (who is a 
butcher) has been exceedingly enraged, and threatened me 
feverely what he would do, if I did not leave off going to 
john Fletcher’s church: yea, if I dared to go any more to 
any religious meetings whatfoever. When I told him, I 
could not in confcience refrain from going, at leaft to out 
paruh church, he grew quite outrageous, and {wore dread- 
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fully, if 1 went any more, he would cut my throat as foon 
as | came home, This made me cry mightily to GOD, 
that he would fupport me in the trying hour. And though 
I did not feel any great degree of comfort, yet having a fure 
confidence in GOD, I determined to go on in my duty, and 
leave the event to him. Laft Sunday, alter many ftruggles 
with the devil and my own heart, I came down ftairs ready 
for church. My hufband afked me, whether ] was refulved 
to go thither ? I told him I was. Well then, faid he, I 
fhall not (as I intended) cut your throat, but I will heat the 
oven and throw you into it, the mament vou come home. 
Notwithftanding this threatening, which he enforced with 
many bitter oaths, I went to church, praying all the way, 
that GOD would ftrengthen me to fufler whatever might be- 
fal me. While you were {peaking of the three children 
whom Nebuchadnezzer caft into the burning fiery furnace, 
] found it all belonged to me, and GOD applied every word 
to my heart. And when the fermon was ended, I thought, 
if I had a thoufand lives, I could lay them all down for GOD. 
J felt my whole foul fo filled with his love, that I haftened 
home fu!ly determined to give myfelf to whatfoever GOD 
pleafed: nothing doubting, but that either he would take me 
to heaven, if he fuffered me to burn to death, or that he 
would fome way deliver me, even as he did his three fervants 
that trujled in kim. When I got almoft to our own door, 
1 faw the flames iffuing out of the mouth of the oven. And 
I expeéied nothing elfe, but that I fhould be thrown into it 
immediately. 1 felt my heart rejoice, that if it were fo, the 
will of the Lord would be done. I opened the door, and to 
my utter aftonifhment faw my hufband upon his knees, 
wreltling with GOD in prayer for the forgivenefs of his fins. 
He caught me in his arms, earneftly begged my pardon, and 
has. continued diligently feeking GOD ever fince. 1 now 
know why my fermca was taken from me, namely, that 
GOD might thus magnify his mercy.’ 

11. Many were the dangers he went through in the 
courfe of his miniftry ; but the Lord delivered him out of 
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all. One of thefe Mrs. Fletcher relates in the fallowing 
words. 

‘“ My hufband having appointed to preach one Sunday 
at a church about fourteen miles off, I felt fome concern 
for his riding fo far, and doing the whole Sunday's duty 
twice: efpecially as it was neceflary for him to return home 
the fame night. The evening being exceeding dark and 
wet, I was flrongly led to commend him to GOD in pray. 
er. While I was doing this, it was fuggefted to me, that 
his horfe was fallen, and had thrown him over his head; 
and the whole f{cene appeared to be clearly reprefented be- 
fore my eyes. “ My GOD,” faid I, “ he is thine. His 
life, his limbs, his health are all thine! I commit him to 
thee by faith.” Immediately that word was impreft on my 
heart, The rightedus 1s in the hand of the Lord: and there 
fall no exit touch him. And it filled my foul with fuch a 
{weetnefs, that I could feel no fear. The night was un- 
commonly bad, which occafioned many triends to continue 
with me. And while they expre!led their great uneafinefs 
at his flaying two hours longer than we could well account 
for, I was obliged to hide the calmnefs 1 felt by filence, 
left fome fhould have fuppofed it infentibility.* At laft he 
came well, and praiing GOD; but atked for water to wath 
himfelf,. becaufe his horfe had tallen, and thrown him with 
great force over his head. Yet, glory be to GOD, he 
was no wey hurt, except having a little iin grazed trom 
one of his fingers. As he fet the Lord always before him, 
fo he found his help in every time of need.” 

12. The laying the foundation of the Sunday-fchools at 
Mad dry, was the laft public work in which he was employ- 
ed, But as the liberal man 1s ever devifing liberal things, 
he had feveral plans in his mind tor preterving a great num- 
ber of defolate children, brought uy only to beg and Meal. 
Such this populous parifh, (and indeed moft others) afford 
in great abundance. He had likewile propofed writing va- 


* Nay, I would have proclaimed it alowd, giving the glory to GOD, for the 
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rious little traéts* for the ule of the fchools. But he who 
cannot err, faw good to call his fervant hence to enyey, ra- 
ther than leave him here to de and /uffer. 


CHAP. IX. 


His Charaéler. 


1. Am fenfible, it is the method of almoft all writers, 

to place the charaéter of a man at the conclubon of 
his life. But there feems to be a particular reafon for va- 
rying from the dfual prattice in this place. The death of 
Mr. Fletcher (bardly to be paralleled in the prefent centu- 
ty) was fo uncommon a difplay o! the power and goodnefs 
of GOD in behalf of his highly favoured fervant, that ut is 
not proper for any thing to come after ut. lt mull needs 
therefore clofe the whole account. 

2. From even the imperfect account, which has been 
given of this great and good man, any dilcerning perfon 
may with very little difficulty extratt his charatter. In ge- 
neral, it is ealy to perceive, that a more excellent man has 
not appeared in the church for many ages. [tis true, in 
feveral ages, and in feveral countries, many men have ex- 
celled in partucular virtues and graces. But who can point 
out in any age or nation, one that fo highly excelled in 
all? One that was enabled in fo large a mealure to pul ow 
the whole armour of GOD? Yea, fo w put on Carefl, as to 
perfeal holine{s "a the fear of GOD. , 

3. Yet there ts a peculiar difficulty in giving a full ac. 
count of erther his Inte or charadier, becanfe we have fcarce 
any light from humfelf. He was ypon all occahons very 
uncommonly referved in {peaking of himfelf, whether in 
wrung or converfauon. He hardly ever fad any thing 
concerning himicil, unlefs u Mipped from him unawares, 
And among the great number of papers which he has left, 
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there is fcarce a page, (except that fingular account of hie 
converfion to GOD) relative either to his own inward ex, 
perience, or the tranfagtions of his life. So that the moh 
of the information we have, is gathered up, either from 
fhort hints {cattered up and down in his letters, from what 
he had occafionally dropped among his friends, or from 
what one and another remembered concerning him. Here- 
in he did not attend to that wife remark of the ancient wri- 
ters, (exactly agreeable to various paflages that occur in the 
canonical {criptures) Jt 2s good to conceal the fecrets of a king, 
but to declare the loving-hindnefs of the Lord. 

4. This defect was indeed in fome meafure fupplied, by 
the intire intimacy which fubfidted between him and Mrs. 
Fletcher. He did not willingly, much lefs defignedly, con- 
ceal any thing from her. They had no fecrets with regard 
to each other, but had indeed one houfe, one purfe, and one 
heart. Before her it was his invariable rule, to think aloud: 
always to open the window in his breaft. And to this we 
* are indebted for the knowledge of many particulars, which 
muft otherwife have been buried in oblivion. 

5- But whatever the materials were, however compleat 
our informations, yet I am thoroughly fenfible of my own 
inability to draw fuch a portrait as Mr. Fletcher deferves. 
I have no turn at all for panegyric :_J have never accuftom- 
ed myfelf to it. It gives me therefore no fmall fatisfaftion 
to find, that this is in a great meafure done to my hands, 
The piéture is already drawn ; and that by no mean pencil. 
All then which I fhall attempt is, to retouch Mrs. Filetch- 
er’s obfervations, and now and then to add a few articles, 
either from my own knowledge or from the intormation of 
others. 

g. The following are moftly her own words, for where 
they are clear and expreflive, as they generally are, I do 
not think it right to alter them for altering fake. 

* Whatever he might be with regard to charity, {aid fhe, 
he was no lefs eminent for his fpirit of fazth. Indeed he 
was not fo much led by fights or impreffions (which many 
wiltake for. faith) as. abundance of people have been ; but by 
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a fteady, firm reliance upon the love and truth and faithful- 
nefs of GOD. His ardent defire was, fo to believe, as to 
be a partaker of all-the great and precious promifes: to be 
a witnefs of all that mind which was in Chrift Jefus. And 
being confcious that he muft be crucified with his Mafter, ot 
never reign with him, he gave himfelf up to him, whom he 
continually fet before him, to lie in his hand as the paffive 
clay. He would often fay, ‘ It is my bufinefs in all events, 
to hang upon the Lord, with a fure truft and confidence 
that he will order all things in the beft time and manner. 
Indeed it would be nothing to be a believer, nay, in truth, 
there would be no room for faith, if every thing were feen 
here. But againft hope to believe in hope, to have a full 
confidence in that unfeen power, which fo mightily fupe 
ports us in all our dangers and difficulties, this is the believe. 
ing which is acceptable to GOD.’ Sometimes when I have 
expreffed fome apprehenfion of an approaching trial, he 
would anfwer, I do not doubt but the Lord orders a!] : there- 
fore I leave every thing to him. In outward dangers, if 
they were ever fo great, he feemed to know no fhadow of 
fear. When I was fpeaking once concerning a danger, to 
which we were then particularly expofed, he anfwered, I 
know GOD always gives his angels charge concerning us; 
therefore we are equally fafe every where. 

Not lefs eminent than his faith was his humelity. Amidft all 
his laying himfelf out for GOD, and for the good of fouls, 
he ever preferved that {pecial grace, the meking no account 
of his own labours. He held himfelf and his own abilities 
in very low efteem ; and feemed to have that word continua 
ally before his eyes, “ I am an unprofitable fervant.” And 
this humility was fo rooted in him, as to be moved by na 
affront. Ihave feen many, even of the moft provoking kind, 
offered him; but he received them as his proper portion: 
being fo far from defiring the honour which cometh of men, 
that he took pleafure in being little and unknown. Perhaps 
it might appear from fome paffages of his life, that in this 
he even Jeaned to an extreme. For genuine humility does 
ot require, that any matrfhould defre te be de/mjed. Nay 
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we are to avoid it, fo far as we poflibly can, confiftently with 
@ good confcience ; for that direétion, Let no man defpife 
thee, concerns every man as well as Timothy. 

“ It is rare to meet with an eminent perfon that can 
bear an equal. But it was his choice and delight, to pre- 
fer every one to himfelf. And this he did in fo free and 
eafy a manner, that in him it appeared perfeétly natural. 
He never willingly fuffered any unkindnefs fhewn to him 
to be mentioned again ; and if it was, he generally anfwer- 
ed, * O let itdrop; we will offer it in filence to the Lord.” 
And indeed the beft way of bearing croffes, is to confecrate 
all in filence to GOD. 

* From this root of humility fprung fuch a patience, as I 
wilh I could either defcribe or imitate. 1t produced in him 
a moft ready mind, which embraced every crofs with ala- 
crity and pleafure. For the good of his neighbour, nothing 
feemed hard, nothing wearifome. Sometimes I have been 
grieved to call him out of his ftudy two or three times in 
an hour: efpecially when he was engaged in compofing fome 
ot his deepeft works. Bat he would anfwer, with his ufual 
fweetnefs, “ O my dear, never think of that. It matters 
not, if we are but always ready to meet the will of GOD.” 
It is conformity to the will of GOD that alone makes an 
employment excellent. He never thought any thing too 
mean, but fin; he looked on nothing elfe as beneath his 
charaéter. If he overtook a poor man or woman on the 
road with a burden too heavy for them, he did not fail to 
offer his affiflance to bear part of it. And he would not 
eafily take a denial. This therefore he has frequently done. 

“ In bearing pain he was moft-exemplary, and continued 
more and more foto the laft. Nor in the moft humbling 
part of the miniflry, was his coming down to the capacities of 
the ignorant the leaft excellency. Neverthclefs he had a moft 
refolute courage in the reproving of fin. To daring finners 
he was a fon of thunder ; and no worldly confiderations were 
regarded, whenever he believed GOD had given him a mef- 
fage to deliver to any of them. ; 
(Continued at page 443.] 
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From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773. 


(Continued from page 354) 


UESDAY 2g. At Mr. Sinclair’s, found great peace of 

mind, and, thanks be to GOD, had power in preach- 

ing, though the people were dead and ftupid. The next day 

at Mr. Chamberlain’s, I had many people, and preached with 

freedom ; then went to Galloway’s, where we had great con- 
folation. 

January 1, 1773. My body has been weak for fome time, 
but my mind has enjoyed a good degree of peace; and I have a 
firong defire to be kept in the meeknefs of Jefus Chrift. 
My heart has been affeéted by reading, lately, part of Sew- 
el’s hiftory of the Quakers. How great was the {pirit of per- 
fecution in New-England, when fome were imprifoned, fome 
had their ears cut off, and fome were hanged! O that our 
GOD would arife, and bow the nations to himfelf ! 

January 2. After preaching to feveral people, at Zohn 
Murray’s, a new place, then rodeback to Mr. Colegate’s, and 
preached in the evening. 

January 3. Rode to Baltzmore and had a large congrega- 
tion at the houfe of Captain Patten, at the Pownt. Many 
of the principal people were there ; and the Lord enabled me 
to fpeak with freedom and power. At night, I preached in 
town. The houfe was well filled with people, and we have 
a comfortable hope the work of the Lord will revive in this 
place. Blefs the Lord, O ye faints! Holinefs is the element 
of my foul. My earneft prayer is, that nothing contrary 
to holinefs may live in me. 

Monday 4. Rode to S$. Steven/on’s, found life in my foul, 
and was much affeéted in preaching to the people. Then 
met and regulated the clafs. Tuefday 5. They were kind 
- enough to offer me the court-houfe in town; but judging 
Vou. I. gE it 
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it unfit, I preached in another houfe ; then met the fociety 
and fettled aclafs of men. Wed. 6. We had a pretty good 
gathering at NV. P—’s, about 6 miles from town. Then 
rode back to town, and after preaching with comfort in the 
evening, I formed a clafs of women, 

Thurfday 7. Rofe with a determination to live more to 
GOD. Preached twice in the country, met two clafies and 
fettled them as well as I could. ‘The clafs at Mr. Simms’s 
were lively and had the power of GOD among them. They 
were the fruit of Nathan P—’s labours; and many of them 
could give a good account of their experience. 

Friday 8. My mind is fixed on GOD. 1 both defire 
and purpofe to exercife fafling, prayer and faith. After 
fome exercife of mind, the Lord enabled me to preach with 
life and power at Mr. Merryman’s, from thefe words, Be 
not ye pattakers with them, 1 thewed Firft, whom the words 
were fpoken to. Secondiy, with whom they were not to be 
partakers, Thirdly, how they were not to partake with 
them, viz. In fpirit—in judgment—in praétice. 

Lord’s day, Januaty 10. Many people attended at Jofeph 
Prefbury’s, to whom | preached twice, with fome life, and 
then went g miles into the Neck; and felt much power while 
preaching on perfeét love. The more I fpeak on this fub- 
je&t, the more my foul is filled and drawn out in love. This 
doétrine has a great tendency to prevent people from fettling 
on their lees. : 

Monday 11. Preached with great plainnefs to many peo- 
ple at Daniel Ruff’s, and then rode to Mr. Dedlam’s. 

Tuefday 12. Rode to Mo/es Brown's, but as they had no 
previous notice, we colleéted but few. However, I preach- 
ed, and afterwards returned to Mr. Dedlum’s, and preached 
to his family. 

Thurfday 13. It was late before I reached Samuel Ltiten’s, 
and as there was much rain and fnow, the company was 
imall. Young Doftor 4——s took me home with him. The 
young man, with his fifter and mother feemed tender, but 
his father appeared to be a ftiff old man, and I did by no 
means like his {pirit. 

Friday 
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Friday 14. Many people attended preaching at S. F—'s. 
1 was fhut up in fpeaking, but found peace in my mind, and 
afierwards rode home with friend Preffor. 

Saturday 15. This morning, I rofe to glorify GOD, with 
a determination to do his will, and that only ; to be wholly 
devoted to the Lord, in fpirit, foul and body. Many peo- 
ple came to hear the word of life to-day, though it was very 
cold. 

Lord's day 16. Preaching to-day, at friend Preflon’s, on 
the barren fig-tree, I firit fhewed that it was applicable to 
the Jews, and fecondly to-the Proteftant church; at the 
fame time defcribed the barren fig-tree as—one without 
leaves—or, one without bloffoms—or, one without fruit— 
or, one that did not bear fo much fruit as another might 
bear.—I then rode to 7. Dellam’s, and preached to his fa- 
mily with a few others. On Monday, but few people at- 
tended at Bend’s; and in the evening I preached at Mr. 
Duke's, but was fhutup, The next day many country-peo- 
ple came to hear the word at Jeppa, though but few from 
the town. There are about forty houfes in this town, and 
it ftands on a neck of Jand near the water; but the people 
feem to be buried in trade, fenfuality and fuperftition. 

Wednefday 19. he weather being cold, there were but 
few at James Baker's; neverthelefs 1 preached and found 
peace, power and love—If I{rael be not gathered, yet I 
hope to be the Lord’s. | 

Tuefday 20. After preaching with liberty at Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s, I went to Aguilla Galloway's, and found life in 
preaching there. The next day, at John Murray's, I preach- 
ed to a ftupid company, and then rode to Fohn Colegate’s, 
where I was favoured with liberty in difpenfing the bleffed 
word, My foul felt life alfo in the evening at Zo/hua Owen's. 
How pleafant and profitable it is to feel {piritual life in pub- 
lic exercifes! Saturday I rode to Baltzmore and had a large 
congregation. 

Lord’s day 23. I preached twice at the Point, and once 
in town. On Monday my heart felt great forrow. This 
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day I wrote to my mother, and in the evening found great 
confolation. 

Tuefday 25. My mind was wholly given up to GOD, 
and I have a great hope that the gofpel will yet f{pread in 
this town. On Wednefday there was a moving among the 
people while I preached at Nathan Perrigo's ; and after- 
wards returning to town, preached in the evening. On 
Thurfday I felt power and life in my foul, while preaching 
to a large number of people at Mr. Gatch's. On Friday I 
preached in the Neck and at Joppa. 

Saturday 29. Perceiving the great wickednefs of the peo- 
ple who were {wearing and drinking in a tavern, great flrug- 
gies arofe in my mind about preaching there ; however, I 
broke through every difficulty, and felt both lite and power 
in difpenfing the word among them. 

Lord’s day go. This was a day of power and comfort. I 
rode to Jofeph Prefbury’s, preached three times and met the 
clafles. Many of the people, through grace, were able to 
give a good account of their experience, 

February 1. Was favoured with freedom in preaching to 
a number of people at Daniel Ruff’s; and my mind has been 
kept in purity and peace. 

Tuefday 2. Was greatly affifled in preaching to-day, both 
at. Swan-Creek and Mr. Del/am’s. The next morning 1 
breakfafted with Richard Dellam, and found that he was very 
fond of Mr. Law's works. He treated me with great kind- 
nefs. After preaching and meetifig the fociety at the ferry, 
I went to 7.G ’s, aman much talked of for his over. 
reaching and unjuft dealing ; but what he is 1 know not, 
In principle he appeared to be a Quaker. He was much 
troubled with the gout, which he told me Ins father had be- 
fore him. He faid, his father cured himfelf of the gout by 
milk and moderate diet; but threw himfelf into a dropfy. 
On Thurfdey, after preaching at Deer-Crech, Ll rode to B. 
Preflon's. My prefent purpofe is to put ail the people whe 
are fit for it into bands. 

Friday 5, Many people attended at Forward’s, and 

my foul was alive in preaching to them. 1 then rode back 
to 
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to B. Prefton's, and put the people into bands as I had de. 
figned. 

Saturday 6. My mind was calm and ferene this morning. 
] preached with fome power, and we had a comfortable 
meeting. William Dude, a lad about 16 or 17 years of age, 
exhorted the people. He feems to be a promifing youth, 
and I gave him a licence to exhort. 

Lord's day 7. Some great critics attended at the preach- 
ing-houfe to-day, but I preached twice, and {poke treely. 

Monday 8. Though the weather was very cold, I went 
to Willian Bond's, and enforced on a dull congregation, 
thefe awful words of our Lord, What fhall it profit a man 
if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul. 1 
went afterwards to the widow Bond's, and {poke clofely to 
the girls, who appeared to be fomewhat ferious. 

Tuefday 9. Alter preaching to more people than ufual 
at Aguilla Stamford’s, 1 went to Baker's in the evening, 
and both met the clafs and formed fome bands. I alfo 
gave them a copy of the proper deed for fecuring their 
preaching-houle. 

Wednefday 10. I went to C——'s and preached. This 
perhaps will be the laft ume, for it is a diforderly houfe. 








1 then went to Aguila Galloway's, and preached with fome 


comfort. There is room to hope that the Lord will do 
fomething for the people here. 

Thurlday 11. The congregation was large at Zohn Mur. 
rays, and I preached with plainnefs and power, fo that 
the fleepy people feemed to awake. I then went back to 
Colegate's, and preached with fore fatisfaétion ; but Satan 
was clofe at my heels; however, the Lord gave me power 
to refill him. 

© Friday 12. The Lord enables me to fland faft in the 
midit of temptations. My foul pofleffes inward and fpiri- 
tual power. Many people attended preaching to-day 
Sofhua Owen's; 1 alterwards met the clafs, and then gave an 
exhortation in the evening, 

Lord's day 14. Many country people came to hear the 
word of GOD at the Pernt; fome came 12 miles before 


thofle 



































































































































406 TME JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY. 


thofe of the town had left their houfes; perhaps before fome 
af them had left their beds. I found fome life and pow. 
er in preaching both at the Point and in Baltimore. 

Monday 15. Rofe this morning with holy thoughts oj 
GOD; ard we had a good time in public worship. 

Wedneiday 17. I preached and met the fociety; and 
employed Mr. Moreton to draw up a deed for the houfe in 
Gun-powder Ne-k. 

Thurfday*18. Pieached with power, both at Nathar 
Perrigo’s and Mr. Gatch’s. 

Friday 19. A few people attended at Mr. Merryman’s; 
going afterwards about 4 miles to Mr. D—~’s, I preached 
and met the fociety; molt of them appeared to be under a 

ood work of grace. 

Lord’s day 21. The weather was exceflively fevere, yet 
many people came to hear the word at 7. Prefoury’s. | 
rode about 6 or 7 miles to preach in the Neck, but never felt 
colder weather. The water froze as it run from the horle’s 
nofirils; and a friend faid,; the water froze as it came from 
his eyes. However, after preaching to a few people, I re- 
turned. | 

Monday a2. I had 16 miles to ride to preach to a few 
people, and 5 more to Fofahk Dellam’s to get my dinner. | 
have fuffered a little by lodging in open houfes this cold 
weather, but this is a very {mall thing when compared to 
what the dear Redeemer fuffered for the falvation of precious 
fouls. 

Tuefday 23. Gloryto GOD! Thad peace, and power, 
and love. 

Wednefday 24. After preaching with plainnefs to a con- 
fiderable number of people, I then wentto Jofahk Dellam's, 
where many people attended, and we had a comfortable time. 
My old opponent, Mr. Evans, met me here, but be did not 
appear fo forward as he had been. I rode thence to Rocky- 
run, and preached there with fatisfaétion. Mr. Geles and 
his wife treated me with great kindnefs. 

Thurfday ¢5. I had agoud time and many people at Mr. 
I—'s. Two letters came to hand to-day, one from Yoré, 
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and one from Philadeiphia. They intreat me return, and 
iiform me: that trouble is at hand. But I cannot fear 
while my heart is upright with GOD. I feek noiling bue 
him; and fear nothing but his difpleafure. 


[Continued at page 453°] 


re 
THOUGHTS apon METHODISM. 


%. AM not afraid, that the people called Methodifts, 
fhould ever ceafe to exift either in Europe or Ameri- 
ca. But lam afraid, left they fhould exift only as a dead 
fet, having the form of religion without the power. And 
this undoubtedly will be the cafe, unlefs they hold faft both 
the dofirine, {pirit and difcipline, with which they firft fet out. 
2. What was their fandamenta! doétrine? That the bible 
was the whole and fole rule both of chriftian faith and prac« 
tice. Hence they learned, 1. That religion is an inward 
principle: that it is no other than the mind that was in 
Chrift: or in ether words, the renewal of the foul after the 
image of GOD, in righteoufnefs and true holinefs: 2. That 
this can never be wrought in us, but by the power of the 
Holy Ghoft: 3. That we receive this and every other 
blefling, merely for the fake of Chrift; and; 4.. That who- 
foever hath the mind that was in Chrift, the fame is our 
brother, and fifter, and mother. 

3. In the year 1729, four young ftudents in Oxford, 
agreed to fpend their evenings together. They were all 
zealous members of the church of England, and had no pe 
culiar opinions, but were diflinguifhed only by their con- 
ftant attendance on the church and facrament. In 1795, 
they were increafed to fifteen: when the chief of them em- 
barked for America, intending to preach to the heathen Jn- 
deans. Meihodifm then feemed to die away: but it reviv- 
ed again in the year 1738. Efpecially after Mr. Wefley 
(not being allowed to preach in the churches) began to 
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preach in the fields. One and another then coming to en. 
quire, what they muft do to be faved? He defired them 
to meet him all together, which they did, and increafed 
continually in number. In November, a large building, 
the Foundery, being offered him, he began preaching there. 
in, morning and evening; at five in the morning, and fe. 
ven in the evening, that the people’s labour might not be 
hindered. 

4- From the beginning, the men and wemen fat apart, 
as they always did in the primitive church. And none were 


fuffered to call any place their own, but the firft comers’ 


fat down firft. They had no pews; and all the benches 
for rich and poor, were of the fame conftru€tion. Mr. 
Wefley began the fervice with a fhort prayer; then fung a 
hymn and preached, (ufually about half an hour) then fang 
a few verfes of another hymn, and concluded with prayer. 
His conftant doftrine was, falvation by faith, preceded by 
repentance, and followed by holinefs. 

§- But when a large number of people was joined, the 
great difficulty was, to keep them together. For they were 
continually fcattering hither and thither, and we knew no 
way to help it. But GOD provided for this alfo, when 
we thought not of it. A year or two after, Mr. Wefley 
met the chief of the fociety in Brzfol, and enquired, ‘* How 
fhall we pay the debt upon the preaching-houfe?” Captain 
Foy flood up and faid, “ Let every one in the fociety give 
a penny a week and it will eafily be done.” ‘ But many 
of them,” faid one, “ have not a penny to give.” “ True,” 
faid the captain, “ then put ten or twelve of them to me. 
Let each of thefe give what they can weekly, and I will 
fupply what is wanting.” Many others made the fame of- 
fer. So Mr. Wefley divided the focieties among them: 
affigning a cla/s of about twelve perfons, to each of thefe 
who were termed Leaders. 

6. Not long after one of thefe informed Mr. Wefley, 
that calling on fuch an one in his houfe, he found him 
quarrelling with his wife. Another was found in drink. 
It immediately ftruck into Mr. Wefley’s mind, this is the 
very 
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very thing we wanted. The Leaders are the perfons, who 


may not only receive the contributions, but alfo watch over 
the fouls of their brethren. The fociety in Lendon being 
informed of this, willingly followed the example of that in 
Brifol. As did every fociety from that time, whether in 
Europe or America. — By. this means it was eafily found, if 
any grew weary or faigt, help was f{peedily adminiftered. 

And if any walked diforderly, they were quickly dif- 
covered, and either amended or difmifled. 

7. For thofe who knew in whom they had believed, there 
was another help provided. Five or fix, either married or 
fingle men, met together at fuch an hour as was conveni= 
ent, according to the direétion of St. James, “ Confefs your 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may 
be healed.” And five or fix of the married or fingle women 
met together for the fame purpofe. Innumerable bleflings 
have attended this inftitution, efpecially in thofe who were 
going on to perfection. When any feemed to have attained 
this, they were allowed to meet with a feleét number, who 
appeared, fo far as man could judge, to be partakers of the 
fame great falvation. 

8. .From this fhort fketch of Methodifm (fo called) any 
man of underftanding may eafily difcern, that it is only plain 
{criptural religion, guarded by a few prudential regulations. 
The effence of it is holinefs of heart and life: the circum- 
ftantials all point to this, And as long as they are joined 
together in the people called Methodifts, no weapon formed 
againft them fhall profper, But if ever the circumftantial 
parts are defpifed, the effential will foon be loft. And if 
ever the effential parts fhould evaporate, what remains will 
be dung and drofs. 

g. It nearly concerns us to underftand how the cafe ftands 
with us at prefent. I fear, wherever riches have increafed 
(exceeding few are the exceptions) the effence of religion, the 
mind that was in Chrilt, has decreafed in the fame propor- 
tion. Therefore I do not fee how it is poffible, in the na- 
ture of things, for any revival of true religion to continue longs 
For religion muft neceffarily produce both induftry and fru- 
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gality. And thefe cannot but produce riches. But as richs 
es increafe, fo will pride, anger, and the love of the world 
in all its branches. 

10. How then is it poffible that Methodifm, that is, the 
religion of the heart, though it flourifhes now as a green 
bay-tree, fhould continue in this fate? for the Methodifts 
in every place grow diligent and frugal: confequently they 
increafe in goods. Hence they proportionably increafe in 
pride, in anger, in the defire of the flefh, the defire of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. So, although the form of re. 
ligion remains, the fpirit is fwiftly vanifhing away. 

11. Is there no way to prevent this? This continual de. 
élenfion of pure religion? We ought not to forbid people 
to ke diligent and frugal: we muff exhort all chriffians, to 
gain all they can by honeft induftry, and to fave all they 
can: that is, in effe&, to grow rich. What way then (I 
afk again) can we take, that our money may not fink us to 
the nethermoft hell? There is one way, and there is no 
other under heaven. If thofe who gain all they can, and 
fave all they can, will likewife grve all they can, then the 
more they gain, the more they will grow in grace, and the 
more they will lay up in heaven, 


London, Auguft 4, 1786. 


PF? SE <i ee 
An account of Mrs. SEENCER, who died January 16, 1787: 
{Written by her late hufband.) 


HE Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away my dear 
wife. Yea, fhe that never gave me an angry word, 


nor fo much as the fhadow of an angry look, is now num-. 


bered among the dead! My lofs is fo truly great, that Lam 
fure none but GOD can repairit. But 1 fubmit, Father, 
thy will be done ! 


Under 
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Under her great affli€tion fhe fet fuch an example of pa- 
tience and refignation, as is feldom feen. And as fhe lived 
fo the died, full of faith and of the Holy Gholt. 

A little before her departure, fhe faid, “ I hear fuch de- 
lightful mufic, as is beyond the power of any mortal to 
defcribe !” and then in a rapture cried out, “* See! GOD 
is fo good, as to fend his angels to take care of me! See! 
fee! O the great goodnels of GOD to me!” After this the 
lay ftill awhile, and then fell afleep in the arms of Jefus. 

As to her charafter, it may be truly faid, fhe was one 
of the excellent of the earth.. She took great delight in pri; 
vate prayer, and often retired to pour out her foul before 
GOD. Her reverence for his word was fuch, that fhe fel- 
dom read it but on her knees. She frequently rofe at mid- 
night to praife GOD, be the weather cold or hot. She 
took great delight in vifiting the fick, and the diftreffed, 
and in relieving them according to her ability : but fhe took 
care to go no where, at any time, without a probability either 
of getting or doing good. 

I cannot recelle& that fhe ever miffed any public ordinan- 
ces, be the weather ever fo fevere. 

And as to evil-fpeaking, I never heard her once utéer a 
difrefpeéiful word of any one; and when others did, fhe re- 
proved them in good earneft, and at the fame time with the 
utmoft mecknefs : faying, ‘* Are you doing to that perfon 
what you would he fhould do unto you? Have you forgot 
what the Holy Ghoft fays by St. Fumes, Br eihren, [peak not 
«vil one of another.” 

Thus fhe lived, and died, holy in all manner of converfa- 
tion, as he who had called her is holy. 



























JOHN SPENCER. 






Porn, Feb. 7, 1787. 







A short 
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A fhort Account of Mifs Saran BuTrer, 


HE fubje& of the following obfervations being |ittle 
known, it was not her defire that any thing fhould be 
faid concerning her. But in an age when early piety is tog 
feldom feen, whenever there is any appearance thercof, it 
fhould not be wholly overlooked, fince GOD does not light 
a candle to put it under a bufhel. 

Sarah Butler was born in the year 1769; and though 
for the fir eight years of her life nothing remarkable occur. 
red; yet the pafled that period in great fimplicity : feldom 
giving her parents any uneafinefs by her unduiifulnefs. 


Her religious concern began at the time Mr. Broadbent 


inftructed the children weekly: which fhe has fince menti- 
oned with great delight, 

Early im the laft {pring, as her diforder increafed, her 
fenfe of fin “increafed alfo; which made her very earnef 
with GOD in feeking 4 fenfe of his favour: aid it was not 
long before he anfwered her in the joy of her heart. 

From the time the firit knew the forgiving love of GOD, 
fhe retained fuch a growing confidence in him, that no fug- 
gefion of fatan could fhake w for any long centinuance. 
Hence, if at any time the perceived her mother troubled, the 
would remind her that GOD had promifed to provide for 
thofe that love and ferve him: hence alfo arofe her patience 
under the moft violent pains which the often endured. 

For the laft tew months of her life, the enjoyed clofe 
cammunion with GOD, and could approach him wih a great 
degree of holy bolduefs, on all occafions. 

The fear of death, for fome time before her departure, 
was fo entirely taken away, that the nearer fhe faw it ap- 
proach, the flronger was her confidence in GOD, 

The evening before her departure fhe fpoke of the love of 
Chrift in a manner veryyaffeciing —* O, faid the, if I was 


an impenitent finner now, what would become of me! what” 


fhould ] do! But Il am wafhed in the blood of Jefus, and 
fhall foen be with him: O whata precious Saviour he 1s! 


Neo 
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POETRY@ 413 


No tongue can tell how I Jove him for what he has done and 
fuffered for me! He was fpit upon and crowned with thorns! 
He was nailed to the crofs, and at laft was crucified, that I 
might be faved! And glory be to his name, I am faved! I 
know that my Redeemer liveth! Come Lord Jefus! Come 
quickly ! Make no delay! O what love I feel! And what a 
heaven do | behold ready to receive me! O how I long to be 
gone, and leave this body, this world and all that is in it 
behind !""—After this the lay fill awhile, and then (May 10, 
1786) fell afleep in Jefus, having jul entered the feven- 
teenth year of her age. 
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Poetry. 


a 
A FUNERAL HYMN. 


HY do thy chariot-wheels delay ?” 
The gracious fuff'rer cries, 
* Why thus drag on? Lord, hafle away, 
“ And bear me to the fies.” 


Bieft are the dead, who in the Lord 
Their Saviour, fweetly reft ; 

Sav'd from their toils, to blifs reflor'd, 
An heav'n in Jefu's breaft. 


That blifs is thine, the fruggle’s o'er, 
Th’ unfletter’d fpirit's fled ; 

The body, rack’d with pain no more, 
Lies number'd with the dead. 


Chaften'd by tharp affli€tion’s rod, 
Fauh anlwers, all is right ; 
























POETRY. 


It checks the groan, and makes the load, 
Through meek fubmiflion, light. 


Long in the fiery furnace try'd 

With falutary pain ; 
In fuff'rings to thy Lord ally’d, 
With him triumphant reign ! 


GOD brought thee low, to raife thee up, 
He kill’d to make alive : 

Go, blefs him for the bitt’reft cup 
Thy Saviour’s love could give. 


Yes, ‘twas from love, from love divine, 
Thy tharpeft fuff’rings flow’d, 

To. wean from earth their bleft defign, 

And fit the foul for GOD. 


Behold the hufband, father, friend, 
His parting blefling give : 

He lov’d his own, and to the end 

Exhorts in lovego live. 


But what engrofs’d his care fupreme, 
Was Mary’s better part : 

“ Religion be your fingle aim, 

** Let GOD have all your heart !” 


* And now, O fpotlefs Lamb, to thee 
« My fpirit I refign ; 

“ To thy all-cleanfing blood I flee : 

* Sweet Jefus, I am thine.” 


Thus may we clofe our days of woe, 
And quit this fcene of pain ; 

Nor figh at lofing all below, 

When all above we gain. 


Divinely 


POETRY. 


Divinely arm’d, we dare defy 
The worft that death can bring : 
O grave, where is thy viétory ! 
O death, where is thy fing! 





Ps AaAtLM _ xlvi. 


N GOD fupreme our hope depends; 
Whofe omniprefent fight 
Through all the pathlefs realms extends 
Of uncreated night. 


Plung’d in the gulph of deep difirefs, 
To him we raife our cry ; 

His mercy bids our forrows ceafe, 
And fills our tongues with joy. 
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Though earth her ancient feat forfake, 
By pangs convulfive torn; 

Though her felf-balane’d fabric fhake, 
And troubled nature mourn: 


ae 


Though hills be in the ocean loft, 
With ali their fhaggy load, 
No fear fhall e’er invade the juft, 
Or fhake his truft in GOD. 


In vain th’ unbottom’d wild abyfs 
Its force tumultuous pours, 

In vain the watry legions rife 
Loud thundering o’er the fhores. 


What though the frighted mountains nod 
Shook by the rolling wa: ? 

Sion fecure enjoys the flood 
Wide-wafting from afar! 

























ROETRY: 


The Lord moft high, on Sion’s hill 
Has fixt his fure abode; 

Nor dare the threatening waves affail 

The city of our GOD! 


The ftormy winds and wild abyfs, 

Th’ almighty word obey; 
Which rules the raging of the fea, 
And points the florm its way. 


aaa 


GENESIS Xxiii. 20. 


The field and the cave were made fure to Abraham, for 4 
pol cfion of a burying-place. 
CQUIRING his firf fpot of ground, 
A burying place the Patriarch found! 
May I, like him,’ a ftranger rove, 
Heir of the promis’d land above ; 
The fettlement on earth I crave, 
The fole poffeflion is—a grave! 


ExopDuS xix. 4. 





I bear you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myfelf. 


S an eagle cleaves the air, 
Whofe wings fupport her young, 

jJe/us doth his people bear, 

As {wift, as {mooth, as ftrong! 
Saviour, urge thy rapid flight; 

Soar to that fublime abode! 
Bear us far above all height, 

And bring us home to GOD. 
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